














HE ROLE OF THE

‘"CO-WONDERER’ IN SMALL

WORLD PLAY

The role of the adult in supporting small world play is multifaceted and
crucial for maximising the learning potential of this type of play. Here
is a recap of some key ways we can support and enrich small world play
experiences:

- Providing Resources and Materials

Adults are responsible for offering children a diverse array of open-
ended materials that inspire imaginative play. This might include
natural items like stones, sticks, and shells, as well as miniature
figures, vehicles, and buildings.

- Creating Inviting Play Spaces

Adults can intentionally design and arrange the physical environment
to invite small world play. This might involve setting up provocations -
carefully arranged materials that spark curiosity and storytelling.

- Observing and Documenting Play

One of the most important roles of the adult is to carefully observe
children’s small world play. By watching and listening attentively, adults
can gain valuable insights into children’s interests, developmental
progress, and emerging skills. This can inform future planning and help
adults tailor the environment to children’s needs.

- Asking Open-Ended Questions

While small world play is inherently child-led, adults can enrich the
experience through thoughtful, open-ended questions. Rather than
directing the play, these questions should aim to extend children’s
thinking and encourage them to articulate their ideas. For example, we
might ask, ”I wonder where that boat is going on its journey?”

- Encouraging Problem-Solving and Collaboration

Small World play often presents natural opportunities for problem-
solving and collaboration. We support this by offering gentle prompts
and encouragement as needed. If children are struggling to share the
resources, it is a great opportunity for us to scaffold different ways
of negotiating an effective resolution to their conflict.
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