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The Pen Green Stany

A way of working with parents -
not a OoOparenti ng



The Pen GresnCeambrdofcridlidiieineamardidinslies

Alocated in the community
Amulti -agency, multidisciplinary
Aparents making decisions
Aparent led needs assessment



A Community Development Approach

Chi Il drends centres are concerned wi
the wider community 0

Developing the individuals capacity to be self directing

Helping individuals to gain more control over their lives

Raising self-esteem

Promoting learning as a lifelong experience

AWorking towards equal opportunities

APushing boundaries

AEncouraging constructive discontent - not having to put up with
things the way they are

AEncouraging people to feel they have the power to
change things

ADeveIoping self -fulfillment
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A shared ethos determined by a strong set of
beliefs and values

A Parents and children both have rights

A Being a parent is a complex and
difficult role

A Parenting is a key concern for
both men and women

A The belief that parents are deeply
committed to their children I

A That early years educators need to —
recogni se parentso r osl g
first and most 1 :

consistent educators

A That we must create a culture of high
expectations in early years centres




A wanyodfwonking rusderpiemed bytmisirong

* How children learn (Athey,
Trevarthen)

* How adults learn (Rogers,
Allman)

* How to build a community of
learners (workers and parents)
who share their knowledge
about children through
dialogue (Freire, Easen)
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exclusive owners of truth and knowledge.

|l denti fy with others and recogni s
worl do 1I1s not the task of an el 1t
Value the contribution of others and listen to them with humility,

respecting the particular view of the world held by different
people.

Get in touch with how much we need other people and have no
fear of being displaced.

Be humbl e: have faith 1 n others ¢

Freire 1996



Important?

|l n this country Othere I s already a s¢c
and the gap tends to widen.

Upward mobility for children from advantaged backgrounds

Downward mobility for children from disadvantaged backgrounds

(Feinstein, 2003)

oParent al |l Nt er est Il n chi l drenodos edu

Obuck the trendd and do wel | despiitse
(Blanden, 2006)



